
Girls Prep Lower East Side Valedictorian: Josephine 

 

To my family, faculty, and friends. Today is the day, the day 

when I walk across the stage with the class of 2017 and 

finally become a freshman in high school. I am so honored 

to be speaking today to my classmates and my friends, 

many whom I have known for most of my life. For the 

amount of years we have been together in Girls Prep, it is 

nearly impossible not to form a strong bond with each of you. Now.  Graduates look to 

the person to your left, and now to the person to your right. Each person sitting next to 

you has become an extended part of your family. I know that we will never forget all the 

incredible times we spent here at Girls Prep. From our first day of school, to dressing 

up for special events like book characters day and march madness, to exchanging our 

love as sisters on kindness day. From eating pie on pi day, studying our hardest for 

tests, dancing the night away on prom, having fun on our end of year trip, to now 

graduating 8th grade. We have grown so much in our 4 years from nervous 5th 

graders to now confident 8th graders.  

 

To everyone now just know that I wouldn't have been here without the support from 

many. For teachers like Ms.Brooks , Ms.Kullman, Ms.Strong, Ms.Murphy and Ms.Golio, 

I want to say thank you for challenging me and never giving up on me. For friends like 

Alex, Suleika, Tatayna, Maya, Xianne, and the list continues I want to say I love you 



and thank you for always being like sisters to me. I know that we may have had our 

struggles but just know that beyond that we have a close relationship that will NEVER 

break even as we go our separate ways and islands. 

 

 Now to my family, The Pabone’s, I know it's a lot of you but please stand up. I want to 

say thank you for all that you have done for me. For showing me love and 

encouragement, to just waking me up at 5 in the morning to take me to school. To the 

little Pabone’s, I know I've set the bar high, sorry Mariah but that's because I know that 

each and every one of you are fully capable of being amazing in your own way. The 

amount of care you all have shown me is all and maybe more than I could’ve asked 

for. 

 

 Taking our core values of sisterhood, scholarship, merit and responsibility with me to 

my high school St. George Academy and to eventually college and med school =, I 

hope to become a successful female doctor. As having been in an all-girls school for 

my entire life, I am not intimidated by attending a co-ed high school. Following along 

this path as a strong, independent woman of color, I am not a voice to be silenced. I 

am a force to reckoned with.( WITH ATTITUDE) 

 

As my dad always told my sisters and me “ Reach for the Moon even if you fall short 

you’ll land among the stars”  and luckily for us….. the stars are our sisters. (PAUSE) 

Thank you all for filling my sky even when it’s dark.    

 



 

 


